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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.







		




			In this update: Pharmacy Contraception Service updated spec and PGDs; Updated spec for the Hypertension Case-Finding Service; Pharmacist Development Needs Survey.







		




			Pharmacy Contraception Service: Updated service spec and PGDs published

NHS England has today published the updated specification and Patient Group Directions (PGDs) for the Pharmacy Contraception Service, following last week's announcement that the service will be expanded from 1st December 2023. 

This expanded service will enable pharmacists to initiate oral contraception, as well as continuing to provide ongoing management of oral contraception that was initiated in general practice or a sexual health clinic (or equivalent). In our work with NHS England and the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC), other minor changes to the service specification and PGDs have been agreed.

To assist pharmacy owners and their teams, we have updated the service page on our website to reflect the changes and update our resources. We are also working with NHS England and the Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate Education (CPPE) to organise webinars for pharmacy owners on making the changes to start initiation of contraception or starting to offer this service and details of these will be announced soon.

Commenting on this, our Director of NHS Services Alastair Buxton, said:
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		Read the full statement 
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			NHS England has also published the updated specification for the Hypertension Case-Finding Service on their website. This follows the announcement made last week around the service being relaunched to make better use of skill mix and increase provision of ambulatory blood pressure monitoring (ABPM). It comes alongside the publication of the updated specification and Patient Group Directions (PGDs) for the Pharmacy Contraception Service.

From 1st December 2023, suitably trained and competent pharmacy staff (pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and other non-registered members of the pharmacy team) can provide the service; currently it can only be provided by a pharmacist or pharmacy technician.

In our work with NHS England and the Department of Health and Social Care, other minor changes to the service specification have been agreed; these are highlighted in yellow in the updated document.







		Read the full news story 




		Visit the updated Hypertension Case-Finding Service webpage 




		




			In case you missed: National Advanced Pharmacist Development Needs Assessment
The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) and education commissioning bodies across Great Britain are jointly conducting a study to gauge the advanced-level practice needs of UK pharmacists against the RPS Core Advanced Curriculum. 

They're exploring if participant characteristics are linked to these needs. Responses to this survey will inform discussions on advancing practice. If you're a pharmacist registered with the General Pharmaceutical Council or Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland in the UK, you are invited to respond to the survey. The survey closes Wednesday 6th December 2023.

Find out more 
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This is a great development for the Pharmacy Contraception
Service and will give women across the country more choice as
to where they access free NHS contraception. It is also good
news that additional funding is available for this service, and the
Hypertension Case-Finding Service, from outside of the global
sum.

We encourage all pharmacy owners to embrace the service, as
this will make a real difference to women and demonstrates the
benefit of the NHS commissioning clinical services from
community pharmacy... Pharmacy owners will also need to
consider the Pharmacy First service launching at the end of
January 2024 when planning preparations to provide the
Pharmacy Contraception Service or to enhance existing service
provision. Many will likely choose to prioritise preparations for
the Pharmacy First service. We are working with NHS England and
CPPE to provide further support for pharmacy owners.

Alastair Buxton Community
Director of NHS Services + Pharmacy
England

Community Pharmacy England
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